[Hemothorax and fractures of the dorsal spine].
The frequency of pleural complications was examined in 72 patients with recent fractures of the thoracic spine. 17 patients (24%) were found to have pleural hemorrhage. In 8 cases this was the result of isolated spinal fracture, without fracture of the ribs. In these cases, posterior mediastinal effusion, which was readily visible on chest films, always occurred prior to or concomitantly with the pleural effusion. Most of the spinal fractures were located between the fourth and eighth vertebrae. Bone lesions were always serious unstable fractures with vertebral collapse and kyphosis. Acute respiratory distress and/or cardiovascular collapse in a patient with thoracic spine injury should suggest pleural hemorrhage.